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EVENT PRESENTER 

Anne DeSantis
Anne DeSantis is the director 
of the St. Raymond Nonnatus 
Foundation for Freedom, 
Family, and Faith. 

NONNATUS.ORG

ABOUT THIS EVENT 

Dear friend,

At the end of 2020, you might be asking, “Where is the light? 
Does God know or care about me? Is there really even a God?”

What if we could prove to you that not only is there a God Who 
cares, but His character is actually pure mercy?

If you have felt disappointed in God this year, walk with us for a 
weekend as we give testimony of His faithfulness.

Listen to real-life stories and vital experiences of God’s saving 
hand throughout history – and in our own day.

Delve into the problem of evil and why we don’t need to despair.

Discover how to balance the justice of God with the mercy of 
God.

Learn practical wisdom for sin-management and dealing with 
Catholic guilt.

Find out why and how to love the sacrament of Confession.

Hear from the popes, especially Pope Francis, how to be mercy-
bearers to the world.

We’re really excited about the timing of this conference because 
it opens the same weekend as Advent, that wonderful yearly 
time of renewal.

Get ready to welcome Jesus into your hearts and bring Him to 
your communities this Christmas.

As we open a new liturgical year together, anticipating the 
arrival of the Light of the World, let the hope within us restore 
the hope within you.

Anne DeSantis
Anne DeSantis
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HOW THIS EVENT WORKS

A special thank you to our event host:

St. Raymond Nonnatus Foundation for 
Freedom, Family, and Faith
We offer prayerful accompaniment to individuals and families affected 
by divorce and separation. In addition to this ministry, we offer 
prayerful support for families in crisis. 
NONNATUS.ORG

FREE: Watch a selection of short videos from the 
this event. No credit card or account needed!  

Join the Community: Enter the group for free, 
RSVP to live events, meet the speakers, make 
new friends. 

Unlock Everything: Access all the videos and 
replays, and download the MP3 files.

Check-Circle

Check-Circle

Check-Circle
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The #1 Catholic Meditation App
We at Hallow are proud to partner with Smart Catholics 
to help you deepen your personal relationship with God 
through audio-guided contemplative prayer. Start your 
complimentary 30-day free trial today. 
 
HALLOW.COM/SMARTCATHOLICS

Mercedarian Friars USA
An international community of priests and brothers, who 
live a life of prayer and communal fraternity based on 
the Rule of Saint Augustine and the Constitutions of the 
Order. 
 
ORDEROFMERCY.ORG

Catholic Fundraiser
 Any Catholic apostolate can improve their fundraising 
campaigns and results by using our tools, ideas, and 
approaches because everything is tested, proven, and 
100% Catholic. 
 
CATHOLICFUNDRAISER.NET

Patchwork Heart Ministry
Seeking to draw the youth of today into a deep and 
profound relationship with Jesus Christ by sharing our 
faith through stories, prayer experiences and by boldly 
and passionately witnessing to the Catholic Faith. 
 
PATCHWORKHEART.ORG

Archdiocese of Philadelphia 
 
ARCHPHILA.ORG

A special thank you to our event sponsors:
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How to get the most out 
of this conference

START WITH YOUR FAVORITE PRAYER

Any time we engage in formation 
and life in Christ, we must invite the 
Holy Spirit to act in us. Start each day 
asking help from your Guardian Angel, 
and invite Our Lady, the Holy Family, 
and your favorite patrons to pray for 
every speaker and attendee.

WATCH THE VIDEOS

After each video, set aside a few 
moments to focus on the message. The 
videos are short so that you don’t get 
overwhelmed with ideas. 

JOIN THE COMMUNITY 

Come spend time with the speakers 
and other Catholics. Make friends, 
ask questions, and join in the 
conversations.  

JOIN THE DEEP DIVES

Some of our speakers provide in-depth 
programs to help you go more deeply, 
or spend more time on the topics that 
matter to you.  

Chat with the speakers to find out how 
they can help you enrich your faith life, 
and resolve your questions. 

How to use this workbook

Print off the talk template to copy or 
photocopy as often as you need to.

Each talk invites you to highlight a problem 
that must be addressed. Becoming aware of 
a problem is the first step to change. 

Then identify the goal, the ‘promised land’ 
that we need to get to. What does it look 
like for you? 

Lastly, identify one actionable step you can 
take today. Perhaps it’s a daily moment, 
or a series of small actions. Lots of small 
efforts over time feel achievable, and build 
into progress. 
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“ “
“The fragility of our era is this, too: we don’t 

believe that there is a chance for redemption; 

for a hand to raise you up; for an embrace to 

save you, forgive you, pick you up, flood you 

with infinite, patient, indulgent love; to put 

you back on your feet. We need mercy.”

POPE FRANCIS, ‘THE NAME OF GOD IS MERCY’
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Talk Notes

THE PROBLEM

GENERAL NOTES

THE SOLUTION

1 ACTIONABLE STEP

ABOUT THE SPEAKER
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My Notes



© SMARTCATHOLICS    |    9

Meet the Speakers
Explore their bios, watch their videos, and browse their 
websites. Many offer counseling and services, and bring 

you extra resources like books, workshops, and podcasts. 

DIRECTORY.SMARTCATHOLICS.COM

Visit the Directory

https://directory.smartcatholics.com/category/god-is-mercy/
https://www.missio.org/project/19165/Help-Children-and-Families-in-Beirut-?localization=EN
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Frequently Asked Questions

How can I watch the videos?
The videos will be sent to the email you registered 
with. You will always be able to watch a selection for 
free.

I can’t attend the live events. Will there 
be replays?
Yes, all the recordings will be stored in a beautiful, 
on-demand library that you can watch any time. 
Access to the replays is $25. 

Can I meet and chat with the speakers?
Yes, we will have live events, workshops, and Q&As 
during the live part of this event.

Can I get audio files?
Yes. Everyone who purchases an access pass will 
get a folder of audio files to keep.

Is there a community?
Yes, this event is launching an ongoing group within 
the SmartCatholics community, here for you for 
years to come. Get formation, feedback, answers, 
and new friends!
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Frequently Asked Questions

ABOUT SMARTCATHOLICS

Catholicism is smart and beautiful. 
Lonely Catholics risk becoming bystanders. We need  to regroup, make friends, and 
turn into first-responders! The SmartCatholics community helps us be magnetic 
Catholics in the modern world.  

When Catholics understand our Faith in the modern world, we experience greater 
personal joy, and confidence in sharing the good news. 

FAITHFUL

Smart Catholics believe in the mystical reality of the Catholic Church and 
the magisterium.

HERITAGE

Smart Catholics honor our Christian legacy and heritage and how it informs 
us today.

MODERN

Smart Catholics revel in the latest research to stay relevant and be a 
source of renewal.

Join the community today!
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It’s exciting to  
be Catholic!

We have a heritage of 

great thinkers, thriving 

universities, phenomenal 

mystics, amazing saints, 

and cathedral building. 

 The Catholic contribution 

to the modern world 

defies belief.  

Smart Catholics come 

together as a community 

to nourish our faith, and 

meet and make friends. 

Life is worth living.  

Confidence about the 

truth. Be a magnetic 

Catholic.


